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Divine inspiration

Community gets together to raise funds, renovate
156-year-old Huialoha Church in Kaupo

By EILEEN CHAD, Stiaff Writer

Churchgoers and volunteers who have
worked tirelessly to nestore the historic
Huialoha Congregational Church In the
southeast Mawi village of Kaupo rejoioed
during a blessing Saturday commemaoral-
ing completion of the project,

The Huialoha Preservation “Ahahui
raised nearly $80,000 in grants and dona-
tions from over 30 foundations, agencies
and private donors, who wished o remain
anonymous, organizers said. Those funds
were used tostrip and replace the flooring,
charge out the redten wood in the roof and
put in new shingles, make needed replace-
menis to the bell tower and steeple, applv a
frezh coat of paint 1o the inside and outside
of the church and renovate all the bath-
TOLHTS,

It was just wonderful how everything
worked out,” said Car] “Soot”™ Bredhoff,
who led much of the fundraising effort by
applving for grants and sending out Jetters
{o friends and fimity. Bredhoff, who man-
aged Kaupo Ranch 1967 1o 1982, al-
80 helped organize the List major renova-
tion of the 156-year-old church in' the

19705,

“Just wiken wie Were: aboutl 0. rum out of
money, another grant would come
through,” Blpdhr.]rﬂ' saifl. Financing the ne-
pairs, which is offen the most challenging
aspect of any restortion project. came rel-
atively easy. Bredhoff chulks it up to the
spiritual and emotional connection people
have with the humble church, located on
the tiny Mokulau peninsula overlooking
the ocean,

“Number ong, it's a beautifl place ..
but something abowt it is 4 very ﬂpmm:ll
place (foo). Sumeu'll;l.::g about it just kind of
everybody. leave a little com-
ﬁuubﬂukﬂmﬁo{pﬂp{e to write in,
and people come from all over the workd.
It's ameing what people write,” he said,

Built in 1859 by Congregational mis-
sionari¢s with the help of Native Hawai-
ians, Huiakoha in its hevday hosted weekly
Sunday services for about 200 people.
Bredhoff said. By the time be came to East
Maui o manage the ranch, the minister
from Wananalua Church in Hana would
come fo Huialoha once a month to host a
Sunday aftemoon service.

The church had been out of commission
since 2010 = except for a couple of wed-
dings that wiere held on the grounds while
the church was undergoing repovation —
but members expect regular once-a-month
services o resume soon, though no date
has yet been decided. About 200 people
gathered for the blessing and service Satur-
day o celebrate the new building.

“We had 2 lot of compliments from peo
ple all over Maui on’ Saturday, they'ne
amnaned at w beautifol it looks. . . . Right
now, the church looks brand new.” said
Kaupo resident and volunteer Sam Aina,

JONATHAN STARR phatas.
Top: Resldents and members celebrated the completion of a four-year-long
restoration of Hulaloha Church in Kaupo. Organizers raised about $80,000, which
funded replacament of tha ficorboards, repairs to the roof, restoration of the bell
tower and steeple and other improvements.

Bottom: Aunty Edie Kapiko of Keawala'i Congragational Church in Makena
speaks to the crowd that gathered at Hulaloha Church on Saturday.

who wis baptized in the church in 1952,
“We wanted to renovate it hopefully. for
people in the Hana district 1o come back
and have service once a month,” he said,
The renovation effort began in 200 1 at
thie behest of Stephan Lefebyvre, a visiting
French-Canadian who had come to
Ranch on a vacation to ride with the panio-
los. During his stay, the cowbovs told him
about the ailing state of the church, and he
promptly decided to abandon his vacation
ind enlist the help of Bredhoff and others
like Jason Kidd, the minister of Wananahua
Church in Hana, 1o help repuir the floor-
boards and eventually, the nest of the

church.

Lefebvre died before the renovations
could be completed, which stalled the ef-
fort for about a year, Brodhoff said. A se-
ries of contracting and building permit de-
lays further lengthened the project’s time-
line, bt in the end. “everything worked
Sat”

“Akua was with us the whole trip.
Weather-wise, when we wens pulting on
the roof, we had no rain. Somy Bobby (Fer-
teira of Kaupo Ranch), 1 prayed for no
min,” BredholT said with a bugh.
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A contractor works to repair the roof of Huialoha Church
in Kaupo.
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Kaupo has been experienc-
ing drought conditions that the
Mational Weather Service said
has decreased forage material
for catile.

Kaupo resident Jonathan
Starr touted the volunteered ef-
forts of Bredhoff, Aina and
others in getting the church up
and running again.

“I’s really inspiring. the
church looks beautiful. This
was the largest gathering for a
religious service in the com-
munity for many, many vears.”
Starr said.

More than 75 volunteers
helped strip cut the old floor-

boards and install new ones,
and most of the material was
donated, Aina said. Crews
from around Maui and off is-
land would come and work
twice a month on weekends
during the initial phase, he said.
“I have 10 grandkids, and
I"d like to see this camry on be-
cause when we were yvoung,
we were part of the church,”
Aina said. *T would like to see
my kids and grandkids come
down and help me clean the
yard and get invelved, and
hopefully this church will be
here for hundreds of more
For more information, visil
huialohachurchkaupo.org.

B Eileen Chee can be reached
at echao Emaninews.com.



